ST MARY’S, WELHAM GREEN

COMPUTING

“Using computational thinking and creativity to
understand and change the world.”
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e COMPUTING SUBJECT OVERVIEW

Our three strands:

Computer Science Information Technology Digital Literacy

Computing as a subject at St Mary’s is both taught discretely in carefully planned and well-pitched
lessons, sequenced in a meaningful way and in a cross-curricular manner when there are
appropriate opportunities. Computing’s learning journey starts in the Early Years and progresses
thoughtfully through to Year 6 in which it allows for a strong transition of skills into secondary
school. It gives children strong foundations in programming, coding, computer science and digital
communication that they can build on and realise their aspirations in the future.

Harmonious with our commitment to “flourish for the future,” at St Mary’s we realise that we must
ensure that pupils are given the tools and the skills to thrive in their future education and careers,
which we acknowledge will rely heavily on a sound understanding of how to navigate the digital
world.

Our computing curriculum is taught through three inter-related strands: Computer Science,
Information Technology and Digital Literacy. These strands have been balanced across the whole

school, spiraling, so that pupils cover and revisit all areas, ensuring a spread of complimentary purplemash.com/stmarvsaI9
opportunities and skills, and to ensure curriculum coverage.

Links to computer science are made when working through an information technology unit. For At St Mary’s, we acknowledge it is our duty to ensure that our pupils can benefit from the incredible
example, using the practice of algorithmic thinking to plan out an animation, a story or a advantages of using computing and digital tools in the classroom in a safe and engaging way. Digital
presentation in logical chunks of information that flow together as a whole. literacy is taught in discreet online safety units but also integrated throughout all units where

children share work, collaborate and discuss features of online safety. Computing also has close links
Features of information technology are part of every ‘computer science’ lesson. For example, with our Jigsaw PSHE lessons, as we create learners who are safe and savvy of the dangers of the
incorporating art and design or sound into programs that children are designing and coding. digital world.
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COMPUTING

Computing is largely cross-curricular with strong links to
communication and language, mathematics, physical

development, Personal, Social and Emotional Development, and

the characteristics of effective learning in particular.
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zy COMPUTING EYFS OVERVIEW

The EYFS framework is structured very differently to the national curriculum as it is organised across seven areas of learning
rather than subject areas. Computing is taught cross curricular every day during both adult directed and child-initiated learning.
E.g. through games on the IWB (on Mini Mash or Purple Mash), using a beebot or learning to use the buttons on the CD player.

Examples of some activities that can be seen across the year in EYFS are:
Beebots moving forwards and backwards

Completing games for all areas of the curriculum on the IWB and class computers
Turning on and off a torch

Using google to find out information

Talking about using devices and technology safely and respectfully

We also have a number of Purple Mash units that may be used in EYFS:

Mouse & Trackpad Skills Keyboard Skills Drawing Skills Robots

Photography

Vocabulary:
internet, safety, computer, tablet, connected
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YEAR 3 OVERVIEW
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“Using computational thinking and creativity to
understand and change the world.”

www.stmarys565.herts.sch.uk
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