
ST MARY’S, WELHAM GREEN

ALPHA

“An inspiring, creative book-based approach, where children  
flourish in listening, speaking, reading and writing”



Great English teaching: requires an 
understanding that the subject is an 

inter-connected body of knowledge; is 
always supported by ambitious text 

choices; places great literature at the 
heart of every lesson; hinges on subtle 

and sensitive modelling; places a great 
value on words; and gives students lots 

and lots of writing practice.

- Andy Tharby -

“

”



The big idea

“An inspiring, creative, 
book-based approach…”

We use a carefully curated, book-based approach in English lessons because it creates high 
levels of engagement, broadens children’s exposure to beautiful and important literature, and 
opens children up to worlds and cultures that are a catalyst for great talk.

In exploring high quality texts closely, our children are supported in their knowledge and 
understanding of grammar. The opportunity to emulate the style of authors and develop 
literary language is taken advantage of at every step. There’s a rich variety of children’s 
literature on offer in our curriculum, including laureates, award winners, classic authors and 
texts from around the world. We know that in making this our children’s literary diet, it won’t be 
long before this richness becomes the norm in their own writing!

Books also give us the perfect context for purposeful writing to take place. They provide real 
reasons to write and excellent published outcomes. With plenty of opportunities to write (in 
shared, guided, group, paired and individual settings) every child will be supported to flourish in 
writing.

Many of our English writing units come from HfL Learning PA Plus. Others have been written by 
staff, advisors and writers using the HfL planning platforms in their creation. We thank all of 
them for their role in bringing our curriculum together.



Writing floats on a 
sea of talk.

- James Britton -

“
”
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Punctuation is important, 
but the rules are changing. 

Spelling is important 
today in a way that it 

wasn’t when Shakespeare 
was a boy. Grammar 

isn't set in stone.
- Gyles Brandreth -

“

”

♥LOVEREADING



The big idea

All our children can be
SPaG Ninjas!

As well as integrating spelling, punctuation and grammar teaching throughout our English 
units, we also give children opportunities to rehearse SPaG skills using the Vocabulary Ninja 
Whole School SPaG Starter system. This is an amazing and comprehensive whole school 
resource which we use to teach SPaG effectively and consistently.

The SPaG Starter System is built around a daily 10 question SPaG Starter activity that pupils can 
access each and every day of the school year. The system covers every year group. Each year 
group’s activities are closely aligned to the National Curriculum’s expectations for grammar, 
ensuring the pitch and progression of each series of documents.

The resource has teaching and learning theory built-in, with regular opportunities for spaced 
retrieval. Each resource works with a three or four week cycle. Weeks 1, 2 and 3 have specific 
grammatical objectives to focus on. Week 4 overviews the three previous weeks of learning, 
providing a mini-assessment of pupils’ understanding.

Updated SPaG Starter System training was given to all staff Summer Term 2023
The HfL Planning Platforms outline how grammar and punctuation are taught 

through English units for each age group.



SPaG Starter System – Autumn Term Overview
Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6

Week 1 Capital letters at the 
start of sentences

Add capital letters and 
full stops

Correct capital letters CL and FS CL and FS CL and FS including run 
on sentences

Week 2

CL at beginning and FS 
at end of sentence(not 
including names or I)

Identify whether each 
sentence is the is the 

past or present

A or an Was or were

Underline the relative 
pronoun (who, which, 
where, when, whose, 

that)

Question, statement, 
command, exclamation

Week 3
Capital letters for names

Identify the nouns

Add in correct 
conjunction (when, 

before, after, while, so, 
because)

Did or done
Add in the missing 
commas to show 

parenthesis

Standard English (them/ 
those, good/ well, did/ 

done, was/ were)

Week 4 Mixture of previous 3 
weeks

Mixture of previous 3 
weeks

Mixture of previous 3 
weeks

Mixture of previous 3 
weeks

Mixture of previous 3 
weeks

Mixture of previous 3 
weeks

Week 5 Combine words to make 
sentences

Choose . ? ! to end 
sentences Forming the past tense Saw or seen Underline the relative 

clause in each sentence
Identify the subject and 
the object in sentences

Week 6
Capital letters for days of 

the week Identify the adjectives Change simple past to 
present perfect

Add in commas after 
fronted adverbials

Add in the missing 
brackets to show 

parenthesis

Write a synonym and an 
antonym for each word

Week 7
Joining words with and Circle two words that 

need a capital letter

Add in correct 
preposition (before, 

after, during, in, at on)

Identify the expanded 
noun phrase

Add in commas to 
change meaning

Circle two words that are 
synonyms of each other

Week 8 Mixture of previous 3 
weeks

Mixture of previous 3 
weeks

Mixture of previous 3 
weeks

Mixture of previous 3 
weeks

Mixture of previous 3 
weeks

Mixture of previous 3 
weeks

Week 9
Question marks for 

questions

Identify Statement, 
question, exclamation, 

command
Add in inverted commas Add in expanded noun 

phrase
Add in the missing 

dashes to show 
parenthesis

Change sentence from 
active to passive

Week 10
Identify nouns Change from simple 

present to simple past
Identify the conjunctions Add in comma to 

speech punctuation
Circle the modal verb in 

each sentence
Add a semi-colon in to 

this sentence

Week 11
Adding s for plurals Add the correct word in 

co-ordination (and, or, 
but)

Simple past or present 
perfect?

Add in fronted 
adverbials Choose which suffix (ate, 

ise, ify)
Add a colon in to this 

sentence

Week 12 Mixture of previous 3 
weeks

Mixture of previous 3 
weeks

Mixture of previous 3 
weeks

Mixture of previous 3 
weeks

Mixture of previous 3 
weeks

Mixture of previous 3 
weeks



SPaG Starter System – Spring Term Overview
Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6

Week 13
Adding suffixes where no 
change is needed (ing)

Change to past 
progressive

Underline the 
coordinating 

conjunctions in each 
sentence

Replace underlined word 
with pronoun Speech punctuation Change sentence from 

passive to active

Week 14 Capital letters for 
months of the year

Add the correct word in  
(when, if, that, because)

Underline the 
subordinating 

conjunctions in each 
sentence

Move adverbial to start 
of sentence

Adjective or adverb? The 
spring garden looks 

lovely. The clothes are 
folded neatly.

Add a dash into this 
sentence

Week 15 Adding es for plurals Identify the verbs
Underline the 

prepositions in each 
sentence

Add in speech 
punctuation

Complete the sentence 
with a relative clause.

Is this sentence active or 
passive?

Week 16 Mixture of previous 3 
weeks

Mixture of previous 3 
weeks

Mixture of previous 3 
weeks

Mixture of previous 3 
weeks

Mixture of previous 3 
weeks

Mixture of previous 3 
weeks

Week 17 Adding suffixes where no 
change is needed ( ed)

Change to present 
progressive

Underline the adverbs 
(including then, next, 

soon)
identify determiners Word class of the 

underlined word 
(covering all)

Add colons and semi-
colons in to list

Week 18
Exclamation marks and 

question marks
Identify Statement, 

question, exclamation, 
command

Word class of underline 
word (noun, verb, 
adverb, adjective, 

preposition, 
conjunction)

Complete each 
sentence with a 

possessive pronoun

Choose the correct prefix 
for these words (dis, de, 

mis)

Formal or informal?

Week 19
Combine words to make 

question Identify the adverbs Underline the 
subordinate clause

apostrophes for singular 
possession

Identify verb form (past/ 
present/ perfect/ 

progressive)
Add in hyphens

Week 20 Mixture of previous 3 
weeks

Mixture of previous 3 
weeks

Mixture of previous 3 
weeks

Mixture of previous 3 
weeks

Mixture of previous 3 
weeks

Mixture of previous 3 
weeks

Week 21 Adding suffixes where no 
change is needed (er)

What word class is the 
underlined word? 

(adjectives, nouns, verbs, 
adverb)

Underline the main 
clause

apostrophes for plural 
possession

Change verbs to past 
perfect progressive Changing tenses

Week 22
Adding s or es for plurals Add a suffix to the 

underlined word to 
change it to an adverb

Is the main or the 
subordinate clause 

underlined?

past perfect or present 
perfect

Change verbs to present 
perfect progressive

Identify whether 
underlined word is used 

as a verb or a noun

Week 23
Capital letters for I and 

names
Rearrange words to 

make a question
Apostrophes for singular 

possession

word class of underlined 
words (noun, verb, 
adverb, adjective, 

preposition, conjunction, 
determiner, pronoun)

Underline word classes 
(covering all)

Identify whether 
underlined word is used 

as an adjective or 
adverb

Week 24 Mixture of previous 3 
weeks

Mixture of previous 3 
weeks

Mixture of previous 3 
weeks

Mixture of previous 3 
weeks

Mixture of previous 3 
weeks

Mixture of previous 3 
weeks



SPaG Starter System – Summer Term Overview
Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6

Week 25
CL and FS  (including 

names) Apostrophes for 
possession.

Apostrophes for 
contraction

apostrophes for singular 
or plural possession

Underline the 
subordinate clause in 

each sentence 
(including relative 

clauses)

Write sentence using 
words as a noun and as 

a verb

Week 26
Add un to change 
meaning of verbs Commas in a list Add in inverted commas Correct speech 

punctuation mistakes
Apostrophes for plural 

possession
Word class of underlined 

words (all covered)

Week 27
Separate words with 

spaces

Tick to show whether 
each noun is singular or 

plural
Change simple past to 

past perfect

plural or possessive s. 
Add in apostrophes Speech punctuation

Identify verb form (all 
covered)

Week 28 Mixture of previous 3 
weeks

Mixture of previous 3 
weeks

Mixture of previous 3 
weeks

Mixture of previous 3 
weeks

Mixture of previous 3 
weeks

Mixture of previous 3 
weeks

Week 29
CL and FS (including 
days and months)

Apostrophes for 
contraction Word families

Change verbs to past 
perfect and present 

perfect

Decide whether the main 
or subordinate clause is 

underlined (including 
relative clauses)

Main or subordinate 
clause underlined

Week 30 Joining clauses using 
and

Add ness or ment to 
form nouns (kind, enjoy, 

tired)

Word class of underline 
word (noun, verb, 
adverb, adjective, 

preposition, conjunction)

Word class of underline 
word (noun, verb, 
adverb, adjective, 

preposition, conjunction, 
determiner, pronoun)

Apostrophes for singular 
and plural possession

Contractions and 
expanded form

Week 31 Add un to change 
meaning of words

Underline the expanded 
noun phrase Prefixes –dis, -mis, -in add in missing speech 

punctuation

Identify verb form (inc. 
perfect progressive 

forms)

Circle the different word 
classes

Week 32 Mixture of previous 3 
weeks

Mixture of previous 3 
weeks

Mixture of previous 3 
weeks

Mixture of previous 3 
weeks

Mixture of previous 3 
weeks

Mixture of previous 3 
weeks

Week 33

Capital letters (including 
names, I, days and 

months)

Add ful and less to form 
adjectives

Using –ly to change an 
adjective to an adverb verb inflections (mix)

All missing apostrophes
Insert missing 

punctuation into 
sentence

Week 34 FS ? or !
Insert apostrophes 
(contraction and 

possession)

Prefixes –in, -il, -im, -ir Using a and an Standard English (verb 
inflections) Word families

Week 35

Adding suffixes where no 
change is needed (ing, 

ed, er)

Circle one word to show 
that the sentence is in 

the past tense

Simple past or past 
perfect

apostrophes for singular 
or plural possession

Add in missing 
punctuation (all 

covered)
Phrases or clauses?

Week 36 Mixture of previous 3 
weeks

Mixture of previous 3 
weeks

Mixture of previous 3 
weeks

Mixture of previous 3 
weeks

Mixture of previous 3 
weeks

Mixture of previous 3 
weeks



Nanny Ogg knew how
to start spelling 'banana', 

but didn't know how 
you stopped.

- Terry Pratchett -

“
”

♥LOVEREADING



The big idea

Our children will be
confident spellers!

Learning to spell is an important part of a child's education and can have a positive impact on 
their communication, reading and writing skills.

In Early Years Foundation Stage and Year 1, our RWI phonics teaching makes strong links 
between blending for reading, segmenting for spelling and handwriting. We encourage all of
our pupils to apply their phonic knowledge when spelling. 

From Year 1 upwards, children are taught in daily discrete spelling lessons using the Purple 
Mash Spelling Scheme. This is a comprehensive programme for Years 1 to 6 which supports our 
teachers in teaching and assessing the statutory words and foci from the National Curriculum 
English – Appendix 1: Spelling.

Our focus on teaching spelling embraces the knowledge of spelling conventions, patterns and 
rules. We also promote the learning of spellings, through the use of multi-sensory strategies, 
including combining the teaching of spelling and handwriting. Our teaching of spelling includes 
common exception words, high frequency words and topic words.

Updated Purple Mash Spelling Scheme training was given to all staff Summer Term 2023
We use the Purple Mash 



Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
Use the Weekly 
Slideshow to introduce 
the spelling rule or 
focus.

Children have a copy of 
the words in their 
spelling book. The 
weekly slideshow 
suggests an engaging 
offline activity which 
differs every week (e.g. 
spelling bingo). 
Alternatively, children 
could define the words 
or write them as part of 
a sentence. 

The ‘Look, Say, Cover, 
Write and Check’ sheet 
is set as a 2Do for 
children to access at 
home or provided on 
paper for those who do 
not have internet 
access.

Teachers set the 
Spelling Quiz as a 2Do 
for children to 
complete.  (Encourage 
children to change 
settings to make them 
more challenging).

Alternatively, ‘Look, Say, 
Cover, Write and 
Check’ sheets or 
generated handwriting 
sheets are used are 
used. 

The Weekly Dictation 
Exercise allows children 
to hear how the words 
can be used in a 
sentence. 

KS1 / Scaffolded 
Support 
The sentence is read 
out by the teacher and 
the pupil writes in the 
word correctly onto 
their printed CLOZE 
sheet.

KS2
Teacher reads 
sentence slowly three 
times. Children write 
the sentences into their 
book. At the end 
teacher awards marks 
for correct spelling of 
the rule/focus word, 
correct punctuation, 
including all the words 
and using continuous 
cursive handwriting.

Children are provided 
the opportunity to 
consolidate their 
spelling knowledge. 
This could be by:
• focussing on 

appropriate CEWs
• recapping words 

/rules that are not 
secure from previous 
weeks/phases

• pre-teaching key 
vocabulary for 
upcoming units 
where accurate 
spelling of the words 
is essential.

• repeating the current 
Spelling Quiz 

• repeating a previous 
Spelling Quiz

Assess children’s 
knowledge of the 
spelling rule or focus. 
This could be done as a 
traditional spelling test 
or by using the Weekly 
Dictation Exercise 
sheet as a CLOZE style 
spelling test.

Long date is recorded when writing in books. Teachers acknowledge they have seen the work with a tick and keep any personal 
notes. BOLD denotes resources that are available to teachers through the school’s Purple Mash teacher dashboard.

SPELLINGA typical week

Spellings should be displayed on the class English board and children encouraged to use them in their writing 
(e.g., rewarding a child with a house point for correct spelling/usage and highlighting it in their book). 
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If you can read this, 
thank a teacher.

- Anonymous -

“
”
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♥LOVEREADINGThe big idea

We want children to 
♥LOVE Reading!

In school we teach the skills of reading through our ♥LR lessons so that all children can access 
an exciting and dynamic range of texts. These sessions continue to build on the skills of 
decoding (with children bringing a solid base of understanding from our Read Write Inc. 
phonics and reading scheme) and use VIPERS to explore comprehension of texts. 

♥LR sessions enable pupils to engage with diverse texts, supported by an adult, enjoying the 
language used and reading deeper. On this journey through books, discovering great authors 
and characters along the way, children will develop their love of literature.

Generally, we would expect to see the Teacher-led whole class reading approach in ♥LR 
sessions, but other approaches such as choral, paired, round-robin, repeated and 
individual may be used to complement.

Updated ♥LOVE Reading training was given to all staff Spring Term 2023
We use the HfL Planning Platforms for Reading

https://stmarys565hertssch-my.sharepoint.com/:p:/g/personal/aguilder_stmarys565_herts_sch_uk/EcMGOvdWLHJDtf6gmIM7UmEBaezZPky9I-WXvvXfMLPdhA?e=rqvTdC
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Once you learn to 
read, you will be 

forever free

- Frederick Douglass -

“
”
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