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FROM THE DEPUTY 

HEADTEACHER 

This week has been an exciting and inspiring one at school as we  
celebrated World Book Day on Thursday. The whole school took part in a 
range of activities centred around the wonderful book The Grand Hotel of 

Feelings. Each class explored the story in their own way, choosing a different 
emotion from the book to focus their learning on. 

The children produced some truly fantastic work. From thoughtful pieces of 
writing to colourful and creative artwork, every class showed great  

imagination while exploring emotions and how we experience them. We are 
very proud of the effort and enthusiasm the pupils put into their work, and 
many of these pieces will soon be displayed around the school for everyone 

to enjoy. 

World Book Day also brought plenty of excitement with both children and 
staff dressing up as their favourite book characters. It was wonderful to see 
so many creative costumes bringing beloved stories to life throughout the 

day. A big thank you to all families for helping make World Book Day such a 
memorable and joyful event. We look forward to sharing the children’s 

fantastic work with you around the school soon. 

On Tuesday 24th March, our School Effectiveness Officer, Kate Beaumont, 
visited the school. In her report she recognised the positive developments 
taking place across the school. She noted that communal areas across the 

school have improved and now better reflect leaders’ intentions to create a 
calm, purposeful environment that promotes pride and supports positive 

behaviour. 

She also recognised that pupils are engaging positively during breaktimes 
and have a secure understanding of routines. This shows that expectations 

are increasingly embedded and that pupils respond well to the clear  
structure. 

During visits to classrooms, she highlighted that pupils’ engagement in 
learning and the quality of explicit teaching observed indicate that  

expectations for behaviour and learning are becoming more secure across 
the school. 

We are very proud of the positive feedback and of the continued effort from 
both pupils and staff to make our school a calm, purposeful and supportive 

place for learning. 

Thank you as always, for your support.  

Kayleigh Egerton 

Deputy Headteacher 



HOUSEPOINTS 

73 101 113 101 

I am pleased to report that House Points this week were as follows:  

Well done Rabbits! 

1306 1183 1082 1047 

STARS OF THE WEEK ATTENDANCE STARS 

Elizabeth 98.5%  

The following children were nominated this week and 

had their lunch with Mrs Egerton on Star Table. 

Reception - Ohene 

Year 1 - Annalise 

Year 2 - Evie 

Year 3 - Naveen 

Year 4 - Elianna 

Year 5 - Harry 

Year 6 - Tallulah 

Congratulations to all these children.  



SCHOOL DIARY 

Date Event 

Friday 13th March PTA Mother’s Day Sale in School 

Friday 20th March Comic Relief—Wear a red nose or something red to school 

Friday 20th March Rocksteady Concert—9:30am 

Friday 20th March PTA Clothes Throw Collection 

Friday 27th March Term ends—School closes 1:45pm 

Monday 13th April Term starts—8:40am 

Monday 4th May Bank Holiday—School Closed 

25th—29th May Half Term 

Friday 19th June PTA Father’s Day Sale in School 

Thursday 23rd July Term ends—School closes 1:45pm 

CLASS PE DAYS 

Donaldson - Year 1 Wednesdays & Thursdays 

Elizabeth - Year 2 Tuesdays & Thursdays 

Curie - Year 3 Mondays & Thursdays 

Hawking - Year 4 Mondays (swimming) & 

Wednesdays 

Mandela - Year 5 Tuesdays & Fridays  

Attenborough - Year 6 Mondays & Fridays 



Dear God,  

For all the silly things I have done wrong I am sorry.  

For the serious things I have done wrong I am sorry.  

For the things I didn’t even know were wrong I am sorry.  

For all the things I need to put right. Make me strong.  

Amen.  

Prayer of the Week 



Year 1 - Donaldson 

We have had such a fun week of learning in Year 1! Our highlight has to be World Book 

Day, where the children had lots of fun dressing up as their favourite characters and  

celebrating reading. On Thursday, we read the book, 'The Grand Horel of Feelings' across 

the he school and Donaldson Class focussed on the feeling of 'peace'. We thought about 

what peace means to us and there were some wonderful ideas shared. The children then 

wrote about it and completed artwork related to our feeling. In Science on Monday, we 

went for a beautiful spring walk around the school. We noticed the changes that have  

occurred since winter and made spring bracelets with all the natural treasure we found. 

Well done Year 1 for all your hard work.   

Reception - Watson 

What a busy and exciting week we have had in Reception! In Maths, we have been  

learning about one more and one less of a number using a tens frame to help us. The  

children have also been practising subitising numbers to six, recognising how many there 

are without counting on their fingers. In Drawing Club, we have been reading Aliens in  

Underpants Save the World. The children have absolutely loved this story! They have been 

exploring the book by creating their own rockets, spaceships and aliens using recycled 

modelling materials. We have seen some wonderfully imaginative creations well done, 

everyone! In understanding the world, we have been learning about nature and discussing 

what makes plants grow. The children planted their own sunflower seeds and made  

beautiful sunflower pots to take home. We would love to see how they grow please take 

photos of your child’s sunflower pot once it has bloomed and share them with us. Our  

garden centre role play area has been very popular! The children have enjoyed writing lists 

of what they need to grow a plant and taking on different roles as gardeners and  

shopkeepers. A big thank you for all the amazing effort with World Book Day costumes on 

Thursday the children looked absolutely brilliant! It was wonderful to celebrate our love of 

reading together. Another great week Watson class, keep up the amazing work!   



Year 2 - Elizabeth 

Elizabeth class have had an amazing week!  In Maths, we've been looking at  measuring, 

we have measured items in the classroom and even estimating the length of the school 

hall – metre rulers in hand! In English, we've been having a blast with 'The Owl and the 

Pussy Cat', coming up with fantastic questions for the pair. Geography's been a treat,  

exploring our 'wonderful world' and discovering stunning physical and human features. 

And in DT, we've designed our own Ferris wheels and are super excited to start building 

them today.  

Well done Elizabeth Class another fantastic week!  

Year 3 - Curie 

This week in Year 3, we have been learning about how light reflects. The children carried 

out experiments with different materials to discover which surfaces are the most  

reflective. They made predictions, tested their ideas, and discussed why some materials 

reflect light better than others showing excellent scientific thinking! 

In Maths, we have been exploring equivalent fractions. The children have been learning 

how different fractions can represent the same value and have been using diagrams and 

practical examples to help them understand this important concept. 

We also had a fantastic time celebrating World Book Day! As part of the day, we explored 

the story “The Grand Hotel of Feelings,” focusing on the emotion of pride. The children 

produced some lovely pieces of work reflecting on what makes them feel proud, 

and it was wonderful to hear them share their achievements and special  

moments with the class. 

Year 4 - Hawking 

This week in Year 4 has been full of creativity and excitement. In French, the children  

continued developing their language skills and enjoyed practising new words and phrases. 

In PE, we explored dance, working on rhythm, movement and expressing ideas through 

choreography. In English, the class worked hard on writing detailed setting descriptions, 

using powerful vocabulary to bring their scenes to life. We also celebrated World Book 

Day, where the children arrived in amazing costumes that showed their love of reading. 

Inspired by The Grand Hotel of Feelings, the children created a beautiful piece of artwork 

and writing, exploring the emotion gratitude and expressing it through both 

words and illustrations. It was a wonderful celebration of stories, creativity and 

imagination.  



Year 5 - Mandela 

This week has been a super exciting week in Mandela Class, filled with creativity, curiosity 

and impressive determination. The highlight of our week was undoubtedly Thursday – 

World Book Day. The classroom was transformed into a parade of wonderful characters as 

the children arrived dressed as heroes, villains and much-loved figures from their favourite 

stories. It was a joy to see their enthusiasm for reading brought to life, and the effort put 

into costumes was truly fantastic. In English, as part of our World Book Day learning, we 

drew inspiration from The Grand Hotel of Feelings and explored the emotion 

of confidence. The children produced detailed descriptive writing, personifying confidence 

as a colour and describing it through the five senses. They thoughtfully considered how 

confidence appears to others and included a word of caution about the dangers of  

over-confidence. I have thoroughly enjoyed reading their work and look forward to sharing 

it with the rest of the school once it is beautifully displayed. Also on Thursday, during our 

Science lesson, we dissected flowers to explore the reproductive organs of plants. With 

great care and curiosity, the children identified the different parts and discussed their 

functions. We also planted mint cuttings in water, which we will observe closely over the 

coming weeks to monitor their growth and root development. In Maths, we have now 

reached the end of our decimals and percentages unit. All adults have been extremely  

impressed with the children’s work ethic throughout this topic. They have been  

consistently eager to learn, quick to grasp new concepts and increasingly independent in 

their reasoning. At times, we joked that we felt like spare parts as they confidently tackled 

challenges with growing assurance! Design & Technology continued this week, with the 

children beginning to design their final product after carefully analysing and evaluating  

existing examples. It has been wonderful to see their creativity combined with thoughtful 

design choices. In Geography, our learning focused on coral reefs, with particular attention 

given to the Great Barrier Reef. The children located it on a world map and created  

informative research posters packed with fascinating facts. Their ability to synthesise  

information and present it clearly was impressive. Well done, Team Mandela, for such a 

fantastic week of learning. Your enthusiasm, resilience and teamwork continue to shine! 



Year 6 - Attenborough 

What a busy week it has been in Year 6! In Maths, we have started exploring different 

types of angles, including acute, obtuse, right, reflex and straight angles. Next, we will be 

learning how to use a protractor to accurately measure and draw angles ourselves. 

In English, we have continued our unit on Romeo and Juliet, focusing on how powerful 

body language can be when expressing emotions. We played a fun game called “I’m Fine”, 

where children chose an emotion and said the words “I’m fine” while using their body  

language to show how they really felt—while the rest of the class tried to guess the  

emotion. 

On Thursday, we celebrated World Book Day in style! We saw witches, wizards, spies…and 

even a very peculiar-looking GIANT axolotl! Everyone had a fantastic time. As a school, we 

focused on the book The Grand Hotel of Feelings. In Year 6, we explored the emotion of 

anxiety, thinking about how it can make us feel and how it might affect our actions. 

With only seven school weeks until our SATs, the class is continuing to work hard and show 

how capable they are. We know they are amazing and there is no need to worry—we will 

keep building our confidence and doing our very best!  

World Book Day 



St. Mary’s is a nut free school. 

Thank you for keeping our students and 
staff safe. 












