
ST MARY’S, WELHAM GREEN

“An inspiring, creative book-based approach, where 
children  flourish in listening, speaking, reading and 

writing”



Intent

At St Mary’s, we aim to ensure all our children develop a genuine love of language and become 
articulate and imaginative communicators. We want our learners to be well-equipped with the 
skills they need to be independent, confident writers in secondary school and beyond.
We use the writing programme, Literacy Tree, to inform our writing curriculum. Literacy Tree’s 
writing resource, ‘Writing Roots’, is based around a Teach Through a Text pedagogy and embeds 
all National Curriculum requirements, placing audience and purpose at the core.
We have adapted and sequenced each writing unit to ensure it suits the needs of our school. We 
have carefully chosen texts that are inspiring and representative of our school community whilst 
ensuring a wide range of authors, genres and styles can be explored. Using a text-based 
approach motivates children to write for a range of audiences and purposes. We want our 
children to write for a purpose, see themselves as real writers and take ownership of their writing. 
We aim to instil a love for writing and an understanding that it is an enjoyable process in which 
they can express themselves coherently and imaginatively.

“An inspiring, creative book-based 
approach, where children  flourish in 

listening, speaking, reading and writing.”



Implementation

Writing at St. Mary’s is taught using planning from Literacy Tree’s ‘Writing Roots’ and EdShed’s ‘Spelling Shed’ 
programmes, along with guidance from the National Curriculum. 

Early Years and Key Stage One:
In EYFS, children begin their writing journey by developing their gross and fine motor skills through a variety of 
activities. They begin to ‘mark make’ using a collection of tools and form letters during their daily phonics 
sessions. In Reception, children follow our ‘Drawing Club’ scheme, skills are built on this as they progress to Year 1, 
where they will use the ‘Literacy Tree’ scheme.
Throughout KS1, the emphasis is on developing basic writing skills, so that by the end of Year 2, children are 
writing simple, coherent sentences in a variety of genres, across a range of subjects. Children are taught to 
develop positive attitudes and build up their writing stamina by writing narratives about personal experiences 
and those of others, writing about real events, writing poetry and writing for a variety of purposes.

Each unit of work lasts for between two and three weeks and children study a high quality, age-appropriate text 
that develops excitement and an engaging purpose for writing. Drama and oracy activities are frequently used 
to support and inspire their imaginations. Children are taught to discuss what they are going to write before 
beginning, by planning or saying their sentences out loud. The children will write down ideas and collect new 
vocabulary. During and after writing, children are taught to make simple revisions, corrections and to evaluate 
their work. 



Implementation

Key Stage Two:
In KS2 lesson planning is guided by the National Curriculum alongside Literacy Tree unit plans. Throughout KS2, 
the children build on the writing skills already taught in KS1 so that by the end of Year 6 children are:
• Identifying the audience and purpose of the writing.
• Developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research.
• Writing narratives, describing characters, settings, atmosphere and integrating dialogue to convey character 

and advance action.
• Selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary and understanding how their choices can change and 

enhance meaning.
• Précising longer passages using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across paragraphs.
• Using further organisational and presentational devices to structure text, for example, headings, bullet points, 

underlining.
• Evaluating and editing by assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing, proposing changes to 

vocabulary, grammar and punctuation to enhance effects and clarify meaning.
• Proofreading for spelling and punctuation errors.

As in KS1, children study high quality, age-appropriate texts to develop excitement and a purpose for writing. 
Cross-curricular links are made to ensure that children are consolidating skills learnt across all areas of the 
curriculum. Handwriting is being developed throughout KS2 using the ‘Twinkl Handwriting’ cursive font. Teachers 
model the expectations for handwriting and presentation in all lessons and the children are expected to follow 
this. Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar (SPaG) is embedded in all our writing units. However, KS2 children 
receive an explicitly taught spelling lesson weekly, using ‘Spelling Shed’.



Impact

We aim to ensure our children leave St. Mary's with a love of writing and all the skills they need to 
access the secondary curriculum and beyond. The impact of our writing curriculum will be 
measured through:

• The subject lead ensuring that the National Curriculum requirements are being taught and 
met throughout each key stage.

• Pupil outcomes are regularly monitored, and evidence is gathered through pupil voice 
interviews, book-looks, drop-ins and discussions with staff.

• Teachers' assessments take place throughout each writing unit with a formal assessment of 
independent writing taken each term and assessed against the Teacher Assessment 
Frameworks (TASFs) for each year group.

• Sharing good practice amongst staff.
• Ensuring that children not meeting age-related expectations receive the support that they 

need.



The Non-Negotiables
What we would expect to see in a typical English lesson

Children date their work page using long format: Monday 1st September 2024 (KS1 may need labels)

Children write the WALT (We are learning to). (KS1 may need labels)

Resources printed, trimmed and ready for children. 

Follow Writing Roots planning to ensure curriculum coverage of writing and grammar skills and sequence of learning.

Children engaged and contributing to learning, showing active participation.

Teacher modelling pre-cursive (KS1) and cursive (KS2) handwriting, with similar expectations from the children. 

AfL used to identify misconceptions, further support or challenge required. Teachers/TAs may be used to work with guided groups.

Adaptations for all learners, including scaffolds. 

Children to use word mats, dictionaries, thesauruses to aid their writing. 

Children proofread and edit their writing in green pen.

 At least three ‘End of unit final pieces’ to be written neatly in publishing book (KS2) throughout the year. 

What we would expect to see in a typical handwriting lesson

Follow Twinkl planning to ensure coverage of skills and sequence of learning.

Teacher modelling the correct letter formation.

Resources will be printed ready for children; following the lesson, these will be filed in individual handwriting folders, with the short date at the top of the 

page e.g. 10/2/25.



Marking and feedback

Teachers and TAs to use a purple pen.
Teachers and TAs to write VF, where they have intervened or supported a pupil with a 
question. 
Children who have worked in groups or 1:1 must have T or TA circled at the top of the 
page.
Incorrect key spellings need to be corrected. KS1 write spelling 3 times and ‘sp’ written by 
the incorrect spelling. KS2 write spelling 3 times and a ‘dot’ (purple pen) marked in 
margin.
Any obvious grammar or punctuation errors (age appropriate) to be highlighted by 
underlining the error and ‘p’, ‘CL’, ‘gr’ in the margin.

The Non-Negotiables



Curriculum Overview
Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

R Drawing Club

1
Naughty Bus
Jan Oke and Jerry Oke

Billy and the Beast
Nadia Shireen

Beegu
Alexis Deacon

Dinosaurs and all that Rubbish
Michael Foreman

Yeti and the Bird
Nadia Shireen

Iggy Peck, Architect
Andrea Beaty and David Roberts

Sidney, Stella and the Moon
Emma Yarlett

Send for a Superhero
Michael Rosen & Katharine McEwan

The Odd Egg
Emily Gravett

The Sea Saw
Tom Percival

Pig the Pug
Aaron Blabey

The Magic Bed
John Burningham

2
Goldilocks and the Three Bears 
Lauren Child

The Journey Home 
Frann Preston-Gannon

The Bear Under the Stairs Helen 
Cooper

The Owl and the Pussy-cat
Edward Lear

The Dragon Machine
Helen Ward

The Great Fire of London Emma 
Adams

Jim and the Beanstalk Raymond 
Briggs

We are Water Protectors Carole 
Lindstrom

The Minpins 
Roald Dahl

Grandad’s Camper 
Harry Woodgate

Toys in Space 
Mini Grey

A Walk in London 
Salvatore Rubbino

3
Leon and the Place Between
Angela McAllister

The Tear Thief
Carol Ann Duffy

Escape from Pompeii
Christina Balit

Black Dog
Levi Pinfold

How to Live Forever
Colin Thompson

Jim, A Cautionary Tale
Hilaire Belloc

The First Drawing
Mordicai Gerstein

The Tin Forest
Helen Ward

The Last Garden
Rachel Ip

Cinderella of the Nile
Beverley Naidoo

Flotsam 
David Wiesner

The Day I Swapped my Dad for Two 
Goldfish
Neil Gaiman

4
Varmints
Helen Ward

FArTHER 
Grahame Baker Smith

Frindleswylde 
Natalia O’Hara & Lauren O’Hara

The Lion and the Unicorn Shirley 
Hughes

The Baker by the Sea 
Paula White

The Lion the Witch and the Wardrobe 
 C. S. Lewis

The Mermaid of Zennor Charles 
Causley

The Iron Man Ted Hughes The Selfish Giant 
Oscar Wilde

The Matchbox Diary 
Paul Fleischman

The Story of Tutankhamun Patricia 
Cleveland-Peck

Jabberwocky 
Lewis Carroll

5
Hidden Figures
Margot Lee Shetterly

Percy Jackson
Rick Riordan

Children of the Benin Kingdom
Dina Orji

The Lost Happy Endings
Carol Ann Duffy

Man Who Walked Between the 
Towers
Mordicai Gerstein

High Rise Mystery
Sharna Jackson

Firebird
Saviour Pirotta and Catherine Hyde

Freedom Bird
Jerdine Nolen

The Tempest
William Shakespeare

Beowulf
Michael Morpurgo

The Island
Armin Greder

The Strange Case of Origami Yoda
Tom Angleberger

6
Can We Save the Tiger?
Martin Jenkins

Leila and the Blue Fox
Kiran Millwood Hargrave

The Last Wild
Piers Torday

Grimm Tales for Young and Old 
Phillip Pullman

Romeo and Juliet
William Shakespeare

The Unforgotten Coat
Frank Cottrell Boyce

Boy in the Tower
Polly Ho-Yen

Anne Frank
Josephine Poole

Stonewall
Rob Sanders and Jamey Christoph

Suffragette: The Battle for Equality
David Roberts

The Wind in the Wall
Sally Gardner

Some Places More Than Others
Renee Watson



Spelling Overview
At St Mary’s we use Spelling Shed to teach Year 2 to Year 6. This is taught once a week in each year group. 



Handwriting Overview



Handwriting EYFS Overview



Supporting the EYFS Statutory Framework

In Reception, we use Drawing Club to support the progression of English writing. The progress children can make 
through Drawing Club across all areas of child development is exceptional with the added bonus of confidence 
and joy.

Based around the Golden Blend of picture books, tales and animations, it involves a short period of Time Together 
as a whole class followed by time with children exploring their ideas and creativity that can be adapted to how you 
believe is best.

There is no scheme or syllabus and no set texts. The children have the freedom to adventure with the stories 
they choose. 

Drawing Club; 
Immerse children in the world of story and show them the joy of who you are
Share a treasure trove of vocabulary with children to open up the playground of language to them
Give yourself the opportunity to create a library of progress that can be astonishing
Develop children’s creativity and imagination to show them that they are extraordinary
Give your children age-appropriate practice that is highly engaging and grounds children in the joy of book 
snuggling.



Progression of Skills
A progression of skills document is used from Literacy Tree. 
These give an indication of how each discipline meets the 
National Curriculum objectives while allowing each year 
group to see prior knowledge and understanding and their 
expected next steps. 



Progression of Skills
Writing self-assessments are also used to assess 
progression. These documents are shared with the 
children and can be found in the inside cover of their 
English books. 



Barriers To and Solutions for  
Engagement, Progress and Achievement
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• Keep instructions short, visual, and explicit.
• Scaffold tasks (sentence starters, writing frames, word banks).
• Model writing live (“I do, we do, you do”).
• Build in regular breaks for stamina and focus.
• Celebrate progress (not just accuracy).
• Provide choice of medium (handwriting, typing, dictation).
• Ensure resources (word mats, dictionaries, laptops, pencil grips) are available and ready.



www.stmarys565.herts.sch.uk


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16

